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LARRY COHEN 
RECOGNITION PROJECT

ABOUT THE PROJECT

ABOUT THE HONORABLE LARRY COHEN
Among Larry Cohen’s unique achievements was holding the highest 
office in all three branches of government in Saint Paul. He was 
the Chair and Commissioner on the Ramsey County Board of 
Commissioners (1970 - 1972), Mayor of Saint Paul (1972 - 1976), and 
the Chief Judge of the Ramsey County District Court (1988 - 2002). 
Judge Cohen served as the first Mayor of Saint Paul under a new 
City Charter, designed to reorganize city government into a “strong 
mayor” system. He reordered city government to create a distinct 
separation between administrative and legislative functions. He was 
instrumental in the renovation and reuse of the Federal Courthouse, 
now known as the Landmark Center, as well as the establishment of 
the Saint Paul District Council system.

Forecast Public Art, in association with the Larry Cohen Memorial 
Volunteer and Selection Committees invite artists and landscape 
designers to submit public art qualifications for the design and 
installation of a memorial to Judge Larry Cohen that utilizes the 
plaza adjacent to the historic Saint Paul City Hall and Ramsey 
County Courthouse. 

The City of Saint Paul and Ramsey County, by official resolutions, 
have established the Cohen Recognition Project. Both the Ramsey 
County resolution (B-2015-268) and the Saint Paul resolution (15-
1886) noted that “Judge Cohen’s leadership in the City of St. 
Paul and Ramsey County has resulted in a stronger, more inclusive 
community.” The two resolutions designate the site of the project 
as the plaza on the southeast corner of the historic City Hall and 
Ramsey County Courthouse building (Kellogg Boulevard and 
Wabasha Street). 

The project honors Judge Cohen’s work by creating a vibrant, 
attractively-designed and equipped permanent public space for the 
recognition and celebration of citizenship and diverse and inclusive 
public leadership. The design will serve to honor the life and work 
of Judge Cohen, and not include a likeness (a statue or bust, etc.). 
As such, the completed project should be a gathering place that 
reflects the virtues of including new citizens in the civic fabric. The 
plaza will be a welcoming place where people from all backgrounds 
can come to learn and talk about Saint Paul’s rich immigrant history 
and the work of civic leaders like Judge Cohen who contributed to 
advancing that history. Students and others will see how carrying 
forward this work can contribute to the future vibrancy of our city 
and region.

The Honorable Judge Larry Cohen



Larry Cohen was raised in Saint Paul and was the son of first-
generation immigrants. He attended Central High School, where 
he was editor of the newspaper and active in theater, and then 
continued his education at the University of Minnesota and the 
University of Minnesota Law School.

Cohen devoted his life to promoting diverse and inclusive 
leadership. He recognized that our city and region thrive when 
all voices are heard and represented. While today the concepts 
of diversity and inclusion are acknowledged and accepted in our 
governmental, corporate and community cultures, Cohen promoted 
these values as early as the 1970’s. Cohen’s work involved both 
recognizing and promoting individuals into leadership positions as 
well as leading systemic and policy changes.

Judge Cohen served on the boards of the Urban League and the 
Tribal Court Committee, established the interpreter certification 
program for non-English speakers who were not well represented in 
the court system, and won the Peace Award by the Department of 
Corrections for Hmong Circles of Peace. 

As Chair of the Ramsey County Board, Cohen identified and 
resolved pay equity issues. As Saint Paul Mayor, he created 
affirmative action in city hiring for people of color, women, and 
people with disabilities. As judge, he worked to establish the Circles 
of Peace and was instrumental in the promotion of restorative 
justice.

Larry Cohen has been described as an environmentalist, a feminist, 
and a unifier. He was a true leader who could see the future and 
wasn’t afraid of doing the right thing and he was a courageous, 
forward-thinking leader who brought people of all backgrounds 
together. 

ARTIST/DESIGNER TEAM QUALIFICATIONS/ELIGIBILITY
• Must have completed two commissioned outdoor public works 

with budgets of $150,000 or more
• Must demonstrate a history of projects that consider spatial 

design

• Is available for an in-person interview in Saint Paul
• Artists/landscape designers are encouraged to apply as teams
• Individuals are eligible to apply if they have both public art and 

landscape design qualifications - address this in your letter of 
interest

• Able to address climate and ecosystems specific to Minnesota 
and this site

• Current students are not eligible



SELECTION PROCESS
Phase One: Selection of finalists
The submitted qualifications will be reviewed by a selection 
committee comprised of design professionals, community leaders, 
and site representatives. Selection of finalists will be based on the 
following criteria:
• Quality of letter of interest
• Quality of work samples
• Ability of artist(s) to complete project based on bio and prior work 

experience

We are committed to a policy of providing opportunities to people 
regardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, 
political belief, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age, veteran 
status, or physical ability.  

Phase Two: Selection of artist/designer to create artwork
Finalists will interview in person with the Selection Committee. One 
artist/team will be selected for the artwork commission. Selection of 
artist/team will be based on the following criteria:
• Resonance with the project description
• Mode of working and design process approach
• Experience working with municipalities, communities, and diverse 

groups of people
• Ability to communicate design concepts and complex issues with a 

variety of stakeholders
• Ability to absorb multitudes of information and distill it into a 

unique design concept
• Awareness of the diverse cultures that make up the City of St. Paul 

and the State of Minnesota
• Experience bringing people together or creating gathering places

Phase Three: Design Development
Commissioned artist/team will conduct research, gather information, 
and hold meetings with those who were influenced by Judge Cohen. 
Artist/team will then develop a design concept and present to the 
selection committee for approval and further development. Artwork 
should have the following qualities:
• Honors Judge Cohen’s work recognizing and celebrating Saint 

Paul’s rich immigrant history and diverse and inclusive public 
leadership

• Demonstrates the values that Judge Cohen stood for and 
emulated

• Creates a welcoming, vibrant, attractively-designed gathering 
space that promotes inclusiveness to people from all backgrounds

• Includes characteristics and features that reflect the virtues of 
including new citizens in the civic fabric

• Inspires visitors to model their values after Judge Cohen’s, and 
contribute to the future vibrancy of St. Paul and the region

• Retains the existing flag and flagpole (it can be moved but must 
be part of the future design, with all costs included in total project 
budget)

• Respects the character and integrity of the historic Courthouse 
building as the plaza’s backdrop

• Is low maintenance, durable, and considerate of snow removal and 
other existing City processes

• Must meet approval of the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC)
• Does not negatively impact the exterior of the building or interfere 

with existing underground utilities



SCHEDULE

April 10
May 1
Week of May 7

Week of May 21

Week of June 18 
or June 25

Spring 2019

RFQ announced
RFQ submission deadline
Committee review and selection of 
finalists; selection results will be sent to all 
applicants.

Finalist interviews; finalists must interview in 
person. Contract with selected artist/team.

Artist/team presents design proposal 
to Committee. Design development 
commences; once approved, fabrication 
commences.

Project installation.

Please provide the following in a single PDF document [work 
sample jpeg’s can be sent as separate files]:
• Contact information for team lead and all team members.
• One-page letter describing interest in project and approach to 

design; please include statement addressing eligibility criteria, 
and your approach to research and stakeholder engagement.

• Three references (contact information only) for recently 
completed projects.

• One-page document listing each work sample. Please provide a 
brief description and budget for each.

• One-page biographical information or resume; if you have 
multiple team members, please keep biographical information 
for each team member to one paragraph.

• Work samples: up to 10 digital images of your recent projects. 
Individuals and teams are limited to 10 images maximum. Save 
all images as standard JPEG and label each with applicant's full 
name and number in sequence with list of work samples.

Please submit all RFQ materials via email to 
JenK@ForecastPublicArt.org.
• All materials must be received by 4 p.m. CST Tuesday, May 1, 

2018. No RFQs will be accepted after this time.

Do not submit a project proposal or design at this time.

HOW TO SUBMIT In digital format only.

Forecast Public Art is an internationally known nonprofit public arts service 
organization and publisher of Public Art Review. Forecast activates people, 
networks, and proven practices to advance the transformational power of 
arts in public life. www.ForecastPublicArt.org



Budget $350,000
The total budget for this project is $350,000. This not-to-exceed total must cover all design fees, 
fabrication, installation, infrastructure, site preparation, lighting, site visits, and other related 
expenses. More information about the site, including CAD files, will be made available to the 
selected team.

This project has been generously funded by:
Otto Bremer Trust, Saint Paul Cultural STAR, Ramsey County, Saint Paul Foundation, F.R. Bigelow Foundation, Ramsey County District 
Court (anticipated), and many individual donors.

The site at the corner of Kellogg and Wabasha has unique characteristics that will further the 
goals of the project. The site is owned jointly by the City and County, under management of the 
County.  Currently there is a flagpole which will be incorporated into the new design, representing 
the patriotism and hope of immigrant groups (the position of the flagpole can be changed). The 
building itself is an historic site on the National Registry and includes many pieces of art reflecting 
our city’s diverse history. The plaza overlooks the Mississippi River and the West Side Flats, a first 
stop for many of the city’s immigrant groups and the location of the Neighborhood House. Other 
plans for Kellogg Boulevard include redevelopment of the former Ramsey County jail site and 
development of the River Balcony on the south side of Kellogg, contemplating a series of parks 
and development sites linked by a continuous broad pedestrian walkway along the river bluff from 
the Science Museum of Minnesota to the Union Depot. These development plans of the County 
and City will bring many more pedestrian and other visitors to this area, for which the Cohen Plaza 
Project will be an important educational and civic attraction. 

The Plaza
At the Historic Saint Paul City Hall and Ramsey County Courthouse



The building itself is a 21-story monument to Art Deco high-rise architecture, Saint Paul City Hall 
and Ramsey County Courthouse opened in 1932. The building captures the evolution of American 
Art Deco “Skyscraper Style” architecture by using both the American Perpendicular and Zigzag 
Moderne Art Deco styles. Designed by architects Holabird and Root of Chicago and Ellerbe and 
Co. of Saint Paul, the building was originally financed by a $4 million public bond offering in 1928. 
Due to the stock market crash of 1929, the cost of labor and materials became much less than 
anticipated. As a result, the building was finished with fine artistic details and domestic and foreign 
woods and marbles. Ramsey County led and funded a $48.8 million restoration and addition that 
was completed from 1989-1995. The project preserved the building’s historic appearance, increased 
efficiency and refurbished period furniture. 

The building contains offices for the Ramsey County Board of Commissioners, County Manager and 
Law Library, as well as the Mayor and City Council of Saint Paul and the State of MN Second Judicial 
Courts. The building was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. Ramsey County 
and the City of Saint Paul co-own the building.

The plaza is next to the Courthouse on the corner of Wabasha Street and Kellogg Blvd and is 
approximately 5000 square feet.

https://www.ramseycounty.us/content/saint-paul-city-hall-and-ramsey-county-courthouse

The Plaza
At the Historic Saint Paul City Hall and Ramsey County Courthouse


